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This guide is intended to assist those tasked with
examining government travel and employment
authorization documents. It contains color images
of the most commonly used documents, but it is
not comprehensive. There are earlier valid versions
of some illustrated documents, and other less
common documents are not illustrated here.

Because the images are reproductions, the exact
size and color may deviate from the original. Do
not make identifications based on size and/or color
alone.

For any questions regarding the authenticity

of the documents shown in this guide, please
contact the nearest U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement office. See www.ice.gov/contact for
contact information.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

In accordance with the 14" Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, any person born
in and subject to the jurisdiction of the United States is a citizen of the United
States at birth. U.S. citizenship may also be acquired through DERIVATION from

a U.S. citizen parent when children are born abroad or through NATURALIZATION
after meeting the necessary residency requirements. All persons not citizens

or nationals of the U.S. are aliens, who are generally classified as PERMANENT
RESIDENTS (immigrants), NONIMMIGRANTS, or UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS.

PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS enjoy almost all the same rights as U.S. citizens.
This status may be obtained through a number of different procedures and, unless
taken away administratively, is granted for life. Aliens with permanent residency
must carry evidence of their status.

NONIMMIGRANT ALIENS are admitted to the U.S. for a temporary period of time
and for a specific purpose, most often as tourists. There are different categories of
non-immigrants, and they are identified through letter/number symbols (such as
“B-2” tourist). Nonimmigrants are also required to present evidence of their lawful
status in the U.S.

UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS are those who do not maintain legal presence in the
United States. They may have crossed the border illegally and/or been smuggled
into the country, or they may have violated their non-immigrant status by accepting
unauthorized employment, remaining longer than permitted, or committing some
other violation. Some of these aliens purchase counterfeit documents or assume
another person’s identity by using fraudulently obtained genuine documents.

For more information on resident and citizenship status, visit www.uscis.gov.
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UNITED STATES PASSPORT

A United States passport is a document issued by the U.S. Department of State
to persons who have established citizenship in the U.S. by birth, derivation or
naturalization. The primary purpose of the passport is to allow travel to foreign
countries by establishing U.S. citizenship and acting as a vehicle to display any
visas and/or entry/exit stamps that may be necessary. Passports may also be
used within the U.S. to establish citizenship, identity and employment eligibility.

The current version of the U.S. passport is known as the electronic passport
because it contains an electronic chip inside the cover. Passports can be identified
by the chip symbol on the front cover of the booklet.

Erorsaments | Mecters Spicuies

SEE PAGE 27 {JgA
P(USﬁTRAVELER<<HAPPY(<<<<(<<<<<(<<<<<<<<<<<< PEFFrEAN
3400072370USA6707046F1608078910000193<113538

Chip symbol
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EMERGENCY PASSPORT

The emergency passport booklet looks similar to the electronic passport but does
not contain a chip. It is only issued for a limited period of validity, not longer than
one year, as indicated on page three of the booklet.

THIS PASSPORT WAS ISSUED

DUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA FOR A LIMITED
VALIDITY PERID,

United States :
- |
ﬂf Jmertfa II | PASAPORTE

Meseralk
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
e of bt Date de naance. Fach de racisiesto

20 MAR 1970

“VERMONT, US A
AT AUG2008

10 ALIG 2007 i
Fadersaments | Menhoos Spbcabet F Antatonm

SEE PAGE 11 33.99995‘; o
 P<USAALLANS<ETHANSJOHN<C<S<<CCLLL<LLLLLLLLLLK
3400067053USAT003206M070810033999954<1<69008

:
|
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UNITED STATES PASSPORT CARD

The U.S. Department of State began issuing the new U.S. Passport Card in 2008
to facilitate travel into the U.S. by land and sea from Canada, Mexico and much of
the Caribbean. The passport card provides proof of identity and U.S. citizenship.

IPUSACODDOD6073<<<<<<<<AD2<159
8101012M1805156USA<<0754052223
HAPPY<<TRAVELER<<<<<<<<<<<<<<L

2008 version Reverse

A modified version of the card was released in 2010. The most notable difference
is the addition of a secondary image of the card bearer to the front of the card.
The card stock was further modified in 2012, though it did not change the overall
appearance of the card. Previous versions remain valid until their expiration dates.

IPUSACO30049750<<10<30<B22<498
8101017M1911297USA<<0754052298
TRAVELER<K<HAPPY<<<<<<<<<<<<K<K

T fmanEeeowues

2010/2012 version Reverse

All versions of the card contain laser-engraved biographic data, some of which is
tactile and discernible by touch. Other features include a tactile eagle design and
an optically variable device near the bearer’s primary image, and color-changing
ink on the reverse side of the card.
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BIRTH CERTIFICATES

Most U.S. citizens acquire their citizenship from birth within the United States.
Birth certificates are issued by individual state, county and municipal jurisdictions.
A person born outside U.S. territory may acquire U.S. citizenship from birth if at
least one parent is a citizen, though this is subject to additional provisions of law.
When parents report the birth of a child to a U.S. consular office abroad, the U.S.
Department of State issues a Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240). This
form serves as proof of U.S. citizenship. The U.S. Department of State may have
issued a Certification of Report of Birth (Form DS-1350) subsequently to confirm
that a birth was registered overseas. This form is no longer issued, but existing
forms remain valid.

55 4369501 §

ORI AR O A

Consular Report uf Bl.ri,.h Abroad 4; E

of a Citizen of the United States of Amerien

Mkl b dvtmcury e i

Mether

Form FS-240

UNITED ECTRs o ANESEEA

Certiﬁcatlun of Report of Birth ;% =
of a United Statns Citizes (

Form DS-1350
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CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH ABROAD

The U.S. Department of State began issuing the Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(Form FS-240) in a new format in January 2011. The Certification of Report of
Birth (Form DS-1350) is no longer issued. Old forms have no expiration date and
continue to be legally valid.

The Consular Report of Birth Abroad is similar in quality to banknotes. It is printed
on watermarked security paper and bears an embossed gold-colored Great Seal of
the United States in the upper portion of the form.

UNITED STATES OF AM i CMENT OF STATE

i ‘0nooon

OF A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

This is to cortify that:
JOHN THOMAS AMERICAN-BORNOVERSEAS
Sax MALE, born at CASABLANCA, MOROCCO,

On AUGUST 12, 2000
_ Acquired United States CITIZENSHIP at birth as established by documentary evidenca

Pmud to the Consular Service of the United States at CASABLANCA, MOROCCO
ey On JANUARY 05, 2011
|/ MOTHERFATHER/PARENTS
SUSAN AN AMERICAN i THOMAS DANIEL BORNOVERSEAS
Date of Birth: JANUARY 13, 1979 Date of Birth: MARCH 09, 1977

Asaistant %;::.;-J{

Dite of e PEBRUARY 07, 2011 4

- 1696000620

Form FS-240 (2011 version)
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CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION

Many people obtain U.S. citizenship by going through the process of naturalization.
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issues a Certificate of
Naturalization (Form N-550) to people who obtain citizenship in this manner.

There have been many versions of these certificates. Most versions issued

by USCIS have similar designs with the Great Seal of the United States in the
background. Some bear photographs printed onto the paper, while others have
photographs attached to the certificate. Versions of the N-550 issued by USCIS
are printed on watermarked security paper, and the bearer’s image is endorsed
with a U.S. Department of Homeland Security embossing seal. Older versions of
the Certificate of Naturalization may also be encountered. Security features vary
from version to version.

Form N-550
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CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION - JANUARY 2018

In early 2018, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing redesigned
versions of the Certificate of Naturalization featuring the Statue of Liberty in the
background. The updated certificates show a revision date of 10/17. As with

older versions of the certificate, the bearer’s photograph may be attached to the
form or printed onto it. The bearer’s image continues to be endorsed with a DHS
embossing seal.

No. 51234567890
o 1) (M T ol i e Pl 2] Lﬂ‘:.f TLITD TR TR ST TERY
Pl bscrghtson o hoddr CASGFS Regaitrentsions Ny, A123 456 789

s dlote of aturalization: F corsly that dhe oscribtion givne s e anl that the potegoaplh et
Datepf birth- FEBRUARY 05, 1955 et e denere g e,

v MALE s XYY o4

gt & feet O uches B it hnonne theet, fesrsieant to-are qlyblioation filéed with theJecretary. of”
f Hormckad Jecurdiy

Maritied statees: SINGLE :

oty g former natinallyy:  at: BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
AUSTRALIA
#SAMPLE
JoHN
reniding at:

CHELTENHAM, MARYLAND

dawing compiied in alf regbects wnth al of Wie afddeali frovivions of the
neteraization s of the Ui Sares, being entitte to be aamitied w
i caiGen of the {nied St and Kaving taken the oath of alfince at
coremony contited fy

LS. CITIZENSHIF AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES
BLOGMINGTON, MINNESOTA o JANUARY 04, 2015

at,

VOoID
st e i aatmiten v a aiizen of e Undtend fates o Amersizn

A Fne—

H S Catisonadih amd Srompprstion Sarevces

Form N-550 (2018 version)
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RESIDENT ALIEN CARD

Residence cards are issued to aliens who have been granted permanent resident
status in the United States. Permanent residents 18 and older are required to have
this card in their possession at all times.

The first Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form 1-151) was introduced in 1946. The
Form 1-151 is no longer acceptable as evidence of permanent residence.

The Resident Alien Card (Form 1-551) was introduced in January 1977 and was
phased in over a period of time. In addition to the photograph, it contained the
bearer’s signature and fingerprint. This version of Form [-551 generally did not
contain an expiration date. USCIS recommends that bearers of cards without an
expiration date apply to replace their cards with the current redesigned version.

RESIDENT ALIEN

U.8. Departmaeant of Justice -lmmigration and Neturalizetion Bervice

VOID.VOID

sy ¢ s
‘ = - cusj
‘wu._s_br"

Nk |’\ YT

Form I-551

ALIEN REGISTRATION RECEIPT CARD
PEASON IDENTIFIED BY THIS CARD IS ENTITLED YO RESIBE PERMANENTLY ANDWORK IN THEUS.

00000000 11 23 &k3 Sk3 8L539
5533 47405 1kL323 34400 EW
040380 m nsa BW 4ykL2?742

ADMIABE DATE PARITY B

SAMPLE CARD

LY I L T ) FORM 1881 JAN. T7

Reverse

GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL AND IDENTITY DOCUMENTS 11



PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - NOVEMBER 2004

Subsequent revisions of the card had a maximum validity period of 10 years.
Some versions were introduced and have since expired. The Permanent Resident
Card (Form 1-551) revised in November 2004 remains valid and in circulation. It
contains a three-line machine readable zone and a hologram on the front of the
card.

The optical memory stripe on the reverse contains encoded cardholder information
as well as a personalized etching which depicts the bearer’s photo, name,
signature, date of birth, alien registration number, card expiration date and card
number.

PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD |
NAME VOID, VOID V

D,

C1USADO00000392SRC0O000000039<<
2001010F8001022SLV<<<<<<<<<<<0
VOID<KKVOID<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLCLLLLKL

Form 1-551 (2004 version)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Department of Homeland Security

PERMANENT RESIDENT

The person identified by this card is authorized to work and reside in the U.S.

‘ 1
Reverse
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PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2010

In May 2010, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a revised
version of the Permanent Resident Card (Form 1-551). The laser-engraved card
includes a holographic feature over the right side of the photo zone and an eagle’s
head in the upper left of the card composed of color-shifting ink.

The optical memory stripe on the reverse is smaller than in previous versions, but
still contains the same encoded information on the card bearer. The personalized
etching showing the bearer’s photo, name, signature, date of birth, alien
registration number, card expiration date and card number has been enlarged
compared to prior versions.

Dt e
Form 1-551 (2009 version)

Tiound arme = aey US Malbon. USPS Wl = USCIS, PO Bex B350, Linooin, W5 E8501.2451

C1USADOOOOOO0D22LIN1044650132<<

5808175F1004027C0D<<<<<<<<<<<0

SPECIMEN<S<TEST<KVOID<<<<<<<L<LK<LLK
L -

Reverse
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PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2017

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a new Permanent Resident
Card (Form I-551) in May 2017. Enhancements to this version include three
transparent stars, tactile features on the front of the card and holographic features
on both front and back of the card. The reverse side no longer has an optical
stripe.

All previous versions of the I-551 Permanent Resident Card will remain valid until
the expiration date on the card.

51 (2017 version)

Form I-

e 905505 WM

il

c1 usu-anemzesnm‘ewwaans«
5808175M1105108C0D<K<<<K<<L<KL<L<Y
SPECIMEN<<TESTLVOID<<<KLLLLK<KKK

Reverse
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EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - OCTOBER 2011

The Employment Authorization Card (Form I-766) is issued to aliens who have been
granted permission to work in the U.S. for a specific period of time. The card may
have different notations. Many cards are endorsed as “NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO
U.S.” and are used solely for employment in the U.S. Others may show “VALID FOR
REENTRY TO U.S.” or “SERVES AS |-512 ADVANCE PAROLE” and may be used as
travel documents.

The older version in circulation was introduced by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services in October 2011. This laser-engraved card includes a holographic feature
over the right side of the photo zone and a torch composed of color-shifting ink in
the upper right side of the card.

Form 1-766 (2011 version)

26000613 VD000 O 0 00 00

This card is not of U.S. citi or p id :
This document is void if altered, and may be revoked by the U.S. Govemment.
The person identified is authorized to work in the U.S. for the validity of this card.
FORM |- 756 Rew, (10-2014)

" PO Bou BSTARL, Mengyels, T P49 1AM

IAUSADO000007250sRC0000000725<<
2001012M1105108ETH<<<<<<<<<<K1
SPECIMEN<<TEST<VOID<<<<<<L<K<LLKL

Reverse
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EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - MAY 2017

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing a redesigned version of
Form I-766 in May 2017. The newer cards have the same notations reading “NOT
VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, “VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, or “SERVES AS I-512
ADVANCE PAROLE” as older versions of the card.

Enhancements to this version of the card include three transparent stars, added
tactile features and holographic features on both front and back of the card.

Form 1-766 (2017 version)

W 99124365 Ii_!_- JO OO0 ST O A

103 Iffound Product Wy, Loos Summe, MO 84002
Lo —

IAUSAO000011 5‘-36'M0‘1 153<<

2001012M1105108ETH<<<<<<<<<<<
SPECIMEN<<TEST<VOID<<<<<<<<K<KLK

Reverse
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U.S. TRAVEL DOCUMENT

The U.S. Travel Document is a multipurpose booklet. Notations above the bearer’s
image allow identification of the type of document. When issued as a Permit to
Re-Enter (Form 1-327) it allows the bearer, a permanent resident, to leave and
re-enter the U.S. during its two-year period of validity. It can also be issued as a
Refugee Travel Document (Form [-571) to people who have been recognized as
refugees or asylees in the U.S. Both versions contain integrated images of the
bearer and pages for visas and entry/exit stamps.

NI !:T'LZAiL‘ ‘QL"AA!_]__JJ_L& Enmigration Service

Drpartment of Hameland

N!uww lmcm ade! | pary e
de Rbentréa PR usa 3 ADDISAEEE
§ Sumamestism
4
M, Bnreel
ADOOOO000T L

. RestnchonuRestncion.
Form 1327 e, DM1OEO10Y NONE — SAMPLE BOOKLET

PRUSASPECIMEN<<TEST<VOID<<<K<CLCCCLLLCLLLKK
4003545667C0D5408173M1003259LIND799950001<62

Permit to Re-Enter
Form 1-327 (2010 version)

WNITTED 69244 d‘QL?AMl.?l\.LuL o tgration Soreiees

riment of Hooveland sn
ml;;nmuu Decumant c-mm pays  Passpor =
Pifugié P'Y 40025407

RestnconsRestoons
Form 471 (e osioaotory  NONE — SAMPLE BOOKLET

PTUSASPECIMEN<<TEST<VOID<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
4003540374MEX5408173F1003259LINO799950002<32

Refugee Travel Document
Form 1-571 (2010 version)
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NONIMMIGRANT VISA

A nonimmigrant visa allows a foreign national to travel to the U.S. for one of many
specified reasons. Visas are used for entry purposes and must be valid on the date of
entry into the United States. It is not necessary for the visa to be valid after entry.

Machine-readable visas are labels applied to a passport page. The current version
of the visa foil depicts President Abraham Lincoln and the U.S. Capitol. The same
foil is used for both non-immigrant and immigrant visas.

More recent uses for this visa foil include allowing reentry for immigrants who have
lost their permanent residence cards overseas and authorizing travel to those
persons who have been granted overseas parole. Appropriate notations will be
found on the visa.

| Issuing Post Name

- CA/EX/CSD LAB 2

Surname
- TRAVELER

Given Namea

HAPPY ‘

Passport Numbar Sex
123456789 M
 Entries Issue Data

|
4  17AUG2004

- | Annotation.

e Fm:s‘ IS A SAMPLE VISA

,J VN_;JS,ATRHVELER'{{HAPPY"-’.{*C{'C{{{{{{{ﬂ{{{&é{'{{{{{
1234567897CAN6612120M1407282B3XLC002YX142950
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BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 1998

The U.S. Department of State issues the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150)

to Mexican citizens only. The card serves as a nonimmigrant visa. The version
introduced in May 1998 remains in circulation, and cards are valid for entry until
they expire. The front of the card has a three-line machine-readable zone and a
hologram. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.

The optical memory stripe on the reverse side contains encoded cardholder
information as well as a personalized etching which depicts the bearer’s photo,
name, date of birth and card expiration date.

USA B1/B2 VISA/BCC

| NAME SPECIMEN, TEST V

Sex

Ry

: X
Nation W\
VISa/BCBEXPIRES 01/01/80

visA 1SSUED  (4/01/80

.

' VBUSAD0002099<<9<CcbJ000002099<<
8001016F8001016MEXCDJ0002099<3
SPECIMEN<<KTEST<KV<L<<<LLLLLLKLLLKL

Form DSP-150 (1998 version)

UNITED STATES OF A

B1/B2 VISA ANL

O TR e
Reverse
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BORDER CROSSING CARD - 2008

An updated version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced
in 2008. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over the right
side of the bearer’s portrait and three lines of machine-readable coding on the
reverse side. Different versions of the card have been issued, but they had only

minor variations from the original version. Bearers of this card are not entitled to
live or work in the United States.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

+ B1/B2 VISA / BORDER CROSSING CARD *
: Surmame EXEMPLAR  **
RA DE LAFRONTERA

:

UNITED STATES DEPARTM

Form DSP-150 (2008 version)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

: 107001 u VBT
_ BUB2VISA/ Ty U.S. EMPLOYMENT
Border Crossing Card NOT AUTHORIZED

PASSsystem

T .

VBUSA7860001189<MEX004214033<<
8105059F1808063MEXMEX200821981
VIAJERA<KDE<LA<FRONTERA<<F<<<<<

DER150

Reverse
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BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 2014

The current version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced
in May 2014. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over
the bearer’s portrait, additional tactile features on the front of the card, and three
lines of machine-readable coding on the reverse side. Bearers of this card are not
entitled to live or work in the United States.

B
c
B
c
c

VBUSA4840001760<MTM000000000<<
8005182M2203207MEXMTM2008214U7
VIAJERO<KDE<LA<FRONTERA<<JORGE<

Reverse
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ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE RECORD

When granted admission into the U.S. by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officer at an authorized port of entry, an alien may be issued an Arrival/
Departure Record (Form 1-94), the bottom portion of which is stapled to a page in
the alien’s passport. This document shows how long the bearer may remain in the
U.S. and the terms of admission. Form [-94, not the non-immigrant visa, serves as
evidence of legal presence.

CBP has automated this process at air and sea ports of entry. Travelers receive an
admission stamp on a passport page annotated with the date, class and period of
admission, but no paper Form 1-94. Instead the record is maintained electronically
and can be verified at www.cbp.gov/194.

Nationals of some countries may enter the U.S. without a visa under the Visa
Waiver Program. They are permitted to remain in the U.S. up to 90 days but are not
eligible for employment. They may have either an endorsed green Form 1-94W or

a passport endorsed with a CBP stamp to show evidence of legal presence in the
United States.

000000000 11

L J_1 I L

of SR OTT A O
Departm D
Ho?naeland Security o 93'2 ED

1/04
Departure &enor]

CBP I-84A

Farmily Name

SAMPLE

J
First (Given) Name Birth Date (Day Mo Yr)

SAMPLE |14.121761

Couniry of Citzenship
MEXICO ,
20161204 US-VISIT 20161204 MULTIPLE

See Other Side STAPLE HERE
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NOTICE OF ACTION

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services may extend a period of admission or
change a non-immigrant status after a Form [-94 has been issued. The approval
for an extension or change of status is shown on an Notice of Action (Form I-797A).

The lower portion of the form replaces the original Form [-94, but it does not

require any endorsing stamp.

I-797A | NOTICE OF ACTION | 2

OB T NONIMMIGRANT STATLS

FLOYMENT AUTHORIEATION:

ork i it Stamrs o o atibry porid o
—

v

Joka Doe Notiee Type: Approval Notics

123 Main Sareet Class: H2E

Asyioun DC 00939 Valid from 08/192016 to 812018

Voner spplmion e | Somsmanigras Clemifasti Ao b 184 Amval-Doparts Recerd,
T Somrmegt Ol 1o 4 yrars

o T Nomammmigrant Clssificasn. ¥ out Iraplryment Asthorineson Docomsent

DEFARTING FROM THE UNITED STATES:

by ey

1l you > L -
1 o v taen b o o b oy b yoms o

T Ttk Vol
[ IF & I TION SV

73 Lown

i Alara ]

3 b e bt L S, o e vy

= e

NAN
CLASS min
VALID FROM 08192016 UNTIL ladcfniscly (INDEF)
APPLICANT

Adam, Jobe Crsincy

160 Mais et

Anpiomen DL 12245

Recelpt Number 10E300005007
US Citizenship and Immigration Services

194 Departure Record
Applicant; Adsms, Jots
T4, Vo o

Dew
[T Foras ey oo
Jebn

T Doy o Bl
1L

T7, Comatry of Colmmmiblp.
Netheras

FERM LT9TA [REV. ST

Detach This Half for Personal Records
Receiptd# 10300005007

1-94# 123456789 10

NAME Doe, John

1234567589 10
Receipt Number 10E300005007
US Citizenship and Immigration Services

CLASS HIB 194 Departure Record

VALID FROM 02192016 UNTIL Ind Iy (INDEF} App Adams, John

APPLICANT 1 Rl thome

Adams, John CQuincy 15, First (Given) Name 6. Diate of Birth
100 Main Street John D101/1990

Anytown DC 12345
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17, Country of Citizenship
Netherlands

FORM I-797A [REV. 0B/01/16]
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IMMIGRANT VISAS AND ADIT STAMPS

Immigrant visas are used by people coming to live permanently in the United
States. They are issued on the same foils used for non-immigrant visas, but bear
notations allowing them to serve as temporary evidence of permanent residence
until the immigrant’s residence card is processed. The validity begins on the date
the immigrant visa is endorsed by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
officer upon entry into the United States.

. US CONSULATE GENERAL IV Case Number

5 LONDON LND200416000201

- w 4
IV Expires On
23DEC2004
00000000

O5FEB1965  GRBR
556123ABC12

| e ] Annctation %

UPON ENDORSEMENT SERVES AS' TENPORARY 1-551 EVIDEMCING PERMANENT RESIDENCE FOR 1 VEAR.

. VIUSATRAVELER<<HAPPYPERSON<<<<<KLLCLLLLLLLLL
555123ABC6GBR6502056M04122361FLNDODAMS803085

Some immigrants may have an impression of an ADIT Stamp as proof of
permanent residence without an immigrant visa. This stamp, which can be
issued by either CBP or U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS, shown
below), serves as evidence of status as an immigrant until the bearer receives a
Permanent Resident Card. The ink may be red or blue depending on the issuing
agency and when it was issued.

EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZED
Walid Until
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TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAMS

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) maintains several trusted traveler
programs which allow expedited border processing for pre-approved travelers.
CBP issues cards to travelers who have registered for particular programs for
border crossing purposes. Additional information on FAST, Global Entry, NEXUS
and SENTRI may be found at www.chp.gov.
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SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS

Although Social Security Cards are not immigration documents, they are
mentioned here because they are often used as identification and to establish
employment authorization.

Social Security Cards have been issued since 1936 and have been revised more
than 30 times. Originally, the Social Security Card contained the seal of the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. In May 1980, the seal changed

to that of the Department of Health and Human Services. In April 1995 the seal
was changed again to that of the Social Security Administration. In October 1983,
security features were added to the card. All Social Security Cards issued since
October 1983 have been printed with raised (intaglio) printing and a signature line
consisting of repeating microprint reading “SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION.”
In October 2007 additional features, including latent images and optically variable
ink, were added to the card.
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SIGNATURE

This card belongs to the Social Security Administration and you must
return it if we ask for it.
If you find a card that isn’t yours, please return it to:

Social Security Administration

P.O. Box 33008, Baltimore, MD 21290-3008
For any other Social Security business/information, contact your local
Social Security office. If you write to the above address for any business
other than returning a found card you will not receive a response.

Social Security Administration :;_'.," e AR LR s
Form SSA-3000 (08-2011) 2 Lo /50UUUG
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ORDERING INFORMATION

This guide has been prepared by the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Homeland Security Investigations Forensic Laboratory
and may not be sold.

To order additional copies of the Guide to Selected U.S. Travel and Identity
Documents (Form M-396) please complete the appropriate CBP form.

CBP Form 3039:

REQUEST FOR PRINTED MATERIAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY USE
Available for DHS employees only
Fillable pdf is on CBP Net under CBP Forms or search for “3039”
Submit button is in the lower right corner

CBP Form 262:

REQUEST FOR PRINTED MATERIAL PUBLIC / PRIVATE USE
Fillable pdf is on www.cbp.gov - search for “262”
Submit button is in the lower right corner

You can also mail the completed form to:
CBP National Distribution Center
6482 Corporate Drive
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278

or fax to:
(317) 290-3046
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DOCUMENTS BY ISSUING AUTHORITY

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Certificate of Naturalization (Form N-550)
Employment Authorization Card (Form 1-766)
Notice of Action (Form 1-797)

Permanent Resident Cards (Form 1-551)
U.S. Travel Document (Forms -327 or I-571)

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Arrival/Departure Record (Form [-94)
Trusted Traveler Programs

FAST

Global Entry
NEXUS
SENTRI

U.S. Department of State

Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150)
Certification of Report of Birth (Form DS-1350)
Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240)
Emergency Passport

Immigrant Visas and ADIT Stamps
Nonimmigrant Visa

U.S. Passport Booklet

U.S. Passport Card

U.S. Visa

U.S. Social Security Administration
Social Security Cards

HELPFUL WEBSITES

U.S. Department of Homeland Security - www.dhs.gov
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services - www.uscis.gov
U.S. Customs and Border Protection - www.chp.gov

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement - www.ice.gov
U.S. Department of State - www.state.gov

U.S. Social Security Administration - www.ssa.gov

28 Form M-396



U.S. Immigration
and Customs
Enforcement

Form M-396
2/2018




	Structure Bookmarks
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1


	Form M-396
	Form M-396

	2
	2
	2


	GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL AND IDENTITY DOCUMENTS
	GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL AND IDENTITY DOCUMENTS

	Figure
	GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL
	GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL
	GUIDE TO SELECTED U.S. TRAVEL
	 
	AND IDENTITY DOCUMENTS


	Prepared by the Homeland Security Investigations
	Prepared by the Homeland Security Investigations
	Prepared by the Homeland Security Investigations
	 
	Forensic Laboratory


	Figure
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	TABLE OF CONTENTS

	General Information
	General Information
	General Information

	U.S. Passports
	U.S. Passports
	 
	 U.S. Passport
	 
	 Emergency Passport
	 
	 U.S. Passport Card

	Birth Certificates
	Birth Certificates
	 
	 Consular Report of Birth Abroad
	 
	 Certification of Report of Birth

	Certificates of Naturalization
	Certificates of Naturalization

	Resident Alien Card
	Resident Alien Card

	Permanent Resident Cards
	Permanent Resident Cards

	Employment Authorization Cards
	Employment Authorization Cards

	U.S. Travel Documents
	U.S. Travel Documents
	 
	 Permit to Re-Enter
	 
	 Refugee Travel Document

	Nonimmigrant Visa
	Nonimmigrant Visa

	Border Crossing Cards
	Border Crossing Cards

	Arrival/Departure Record
	Arrival/Departure Record

	Notice of Action
	Notice of Action

	Immigrant Visas and ADIT Stamps
	Immigrant Visas and ADIT Stamps

	Trusted Traveler Programs
	Trusted Traveler Programs
	 
	 FAST
	 
	 Global Entry
	 
	 Nexus
	 
	 SENTRI

	Social Security Cards
	Social Security Cards

	Ordering Information
	Ordering Information

	Documents by Issuing Authority
	Documents by Issuing Authority

	Helpful Websites
	Helpful Websites


	3
	3
	3

	4
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	9

	11
	11

	12
	12

	15
	15

	17
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18
	18

	19
	19

	22
	22

	23
	23

	24
	24

	25
	25
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	26
	26

	27
	27

	28
	28

	28
	28


	This guide is intended to assist those tasked with examining government travel and employment authorization documents. It contains color images of the most commonly used documents, but it is not comprehensive. There are earlier valid versions of some illustrated documents, and other less common documents are not illustrated here.
	This guide is intended to assist those tasked with examining government travel and employment authorization documents. It contains color images of the most commonly used documents, but it is not comprehensive. There are earlier valid versions of some illustrated documents, and other less common documents are not illustrated here.
	Because the images are reproductions, the exact size and color may deviate from the original. Do not make identifications based on size and/or color alone.
	For any questions regarding the authenticity of the documents shown in this guide, please contact the nearest U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement office. See www.ice.gov/contact for contact information.

	GENERAL INFORMATION
	GENERAL INFORMATION

	In accordance with the 14 Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, any person born in and subject to the jurisdiction of the United States is a citizen of the United States at birth. U.S. citizenship may also be acquired through DERIVATION from a U.S. citizen parent when children are born abroad or through NATURALIZATION after meeting the necessary residency requirements. All persons not citizens or nationals of the U.S. are aliens, who are generally classified as PERMANENT RESIDENTS (immigrants), NONIMMIGRANTS,
	In accordance with the 14 Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, any person born in and subject to the jurisdiction of the United States is a citizen of the United States at birth. U.S. citizenship may also be acquired through DERIVATION from a U.S. citizen parent when children are born abroad or through NATURALIZATION after meeting the necessary residency requirements. All persons not citizens or nationals of the U.S. are aliens, who are generally classified as PERMANENT RESIDENTS (immigrants), NONIMMIGRANTS,
	th

	PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS enjoy almost all the same rights as U.S. citizens. This status may be obtained through a number of different procedures and, unless taken away administratively, is granted for life. Aliens with permanent residency must carry evidence of their status.
	NONIMMIGRANT ALIENS are admitted to the U.S. for a temporary period of time and for a specific purpose, most often as tourists. There are different categories of non-immigrants, and they are identified through letter/number symbols (such as “B-2” tourist). Nonimmigrants are also required to present evidence of their lawful status in the U.S.
	UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS are those who do not maintain legal presence in the United States. They may have crossed the border illegally and/or been smuggled into the country, or they may have violated their non-immigrant status by accepting unauthorized employment, remaining longer than permitted, or committing some other violation. Some of these aliens purchase counterfeit documents or assume another person’s identity by using fraudulently obtained genuine documents.
	For more information on resident and citizenship status, visit www.uscis.gov.

	UNITED STATES PASSPORT
	UNITED STATES PASSPORT

	A United States passport is a document issued by the U.S. Department of State to persons who have established citizenship in the U.S. by birth, derivation or naturalization. The primary purpose of the passport is to allow travel to foreign countries by establishing U.S. citizenship and acting as a vehicle to display any visas and/or entry/exit stamps that may be necessary. Passports may also be used within the U.S. to establish citizenship, identity and employment eligibility.
	A United States passport is a document issued by the U.S. Department of State to persons who have established citizenship in the U.S. by birth, derivation or naturalization. The primary purpose of the passport is to allow travel to foreign countries by establishing U.S. citizenship and acting as a vehicle to display any visas and/or entry/exit stamps that may be necessary. Passports may also be used within the U.S. to establish citizenship, identity and employment eligibility.
	The current version of the U.S. passport is known as the electronic passport because it contains an electronic chip inside the cover. Passports can be identified by the chip symbol on the front cover of the booklet.
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	Figure
	Figure
	Chip symbol
	Chip symbol
	Chip symbol


	EMERGENCY PASSPORT
	EMERGENCY PASSPORT

	The emergency passport booklet looks similar to the electronic passport but does not contain a chip. It is only issued for a limited period of validity, not longer than one year, as indicated on page three of the booklet.
	The emergency passport booklet looks similar to the electronic passport but does not contain a chip. It is only issued for a limited period of validity, not longer than one year, as indicated on page three of the booklet.
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	Figure
	UNITED STATES PASSPORT CARD
	UNITED STATES PASSPORT CARD

	The U.S. Department of State began issuing the new U.S. Passport Card in 2008 to facilitate travel into the U.S. by land and sea from Canada, Mexico and much of the Caribbean. The passport card provides proof of identity and U.S. citizenship.
	The U.S. Department of State began issuing the new U.S. Passport Card in 2008 to facilitate travel into the U.S. by land and sea from Canada, Mexico and much of the Caribbean. The passport card provides proof of identity and U.S. citizenship.
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	2008 version
	2008 version

	Reverse
	Reverse

	A modified version of the card was released in 2010. The most notable difference is the addition of a secondary image of the card bearer to the front of the card. The card stock was further modified in 2012, though it did not change the overall appearance of the card. Previous versions remain valid until their expiration dates.
	A modified version of the card was released in 2010. The most notable difference is the addition of a secondary image of the card bearer to the front of the card. The card stock was further modified in 2012, though it did not change the overall appearance of the card. Previous versions remain valid until their expiration dates.

	Figure
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	2010/2012 version
	2010/2012 version

	All versions of the card contain laser-engraved biographic data, some of which is tactile and discernible by touch. Other features include a tactile eagle design and an optically variable device near the bearer’s primary image, and color-changing ink on the reverse side of the card.
	All versions of the card contain laser-engraved biographic data, some of which is tactile and discernible by touch. Other features include a tactile eagle design and an optically variable device near the bearer’s primary image, and color-changing ink on the reverse side of the card.

	BIRTH CERTIFICATES
	BIRTH CERTIFICATES

	Most U.S. citizens acquire their citizenship from birth within the United States. Birth certificates are issued by individual state, county and municipal jurisdictions. A person born outside U.S. territory may acquire U.S. citizenship from birth if at least one parent is a citizen, though this is subject to additional provisions of law. When parents report the birth of a child to a U.S. consular office abroad, the U.S. Department of State issues a Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240). This form ser
	Most U.S. citizens acquire their citizenship from birth within the United States. Birth certificates are issued by individual state, county and municipal jurisdictions. A person born outside U.S. territory may acquire U.S. citizenship from birth if at least one parent is a citizen, though this is subject to additional provisions of law. When parents report the birth of a child to a U.S. consular office abroad, the U.S. Department of State issues a Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240). This form ser

	Figure
	Form FS-240
	Form FS-240
	Form FS-240


	Figure
	Form DS-1350
	Form DS-1350

	CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH ABROAD
	CONSULAR REPORT OF BIRTH ABROAD

	The U.S. Department of State began issuing the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240) in a new format in January 2011. The Certification of Report of Birth (Form DS-1350) is no longer issued. Old forms have no expiration date and continue to be legally valid.
	The U.S. Department of State began issuing the Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240) in a new format in January 2011. The Certification of Report of Birth (Form DS-1350) is no longer issued. Old forms have no expiration date and continue to be legally valid.
	The Consular Report of Birth Abroad is similar in quality to banknotes. It is printed on watermarked security paper and bears an embossed gold-colored Great Seal of the United States in the upper portion of the form.

	Figure
	Form FS-240 (2011 version)
	Form FS-240 (2011 version)

	CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION
	CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION

	Many people obtain U.S. citizenship by going through the process of naturalization. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issues a Certificate of Naturalization (Form N-550) to people who obtain citizenship in this manner.
	Many people obtain U.S. citizenship by going through the process of naturalization. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issues a Certificate of Naturalization (Form N-550) to people who obtain citizenship in this manner.
	There have been many versions of these certificates. Most versions issued by USCIS have similar designs with the Great Seal of the United States in the background. Some bear photographs printed onto the paper, while others have photographs attached to the certificate. Versions of the N-550 issued by USCIS are printed on watermarked security paper, and the bearer’s image is endorsed with a U.S. Department of Homeland Security embossing seal. Older versions of the Certificate of Naturalization may also be enc

	Figure
	Form N-550
	Form N-550

	CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION - JANUARY 2018
	CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION - JANUARY 2018

	In early 2018, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing redesigned versions of the Certificate of Naturalization featuring the Statue of Liberty in the background. The updated certificates show a revision date of 10/17. As with older versions of the certificate, the bearer’s photograph may be attached to the form or printed onto it. The bearer’s image continues to be endorsed with a DHS embossing seal.
	In early 2018, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing redesigned versions of the Certificate of Naturalization featuring the Statue of Liberty in the background. The updated certificates show a revision date of 10/17. As with older versions of the certificate, the bearer’s photograph may be attached to the form or printed onto it. The bearer’s image continues to be endorsed with a DHS embossing seal.

	Figure
	Form N-550 (2018 version)
	Form N-550 (2018 version)

	RESIDENT ALIEN CARD
	RESIDENT ALIEN CARD

	Residence cards are issued to aliens who have been granted permanent resident status in the United States. Permanent residents 18 and older are required to have this card in their possession at all times.
	Residence cards are issued to aliens who have been granted permanent resident status in the United States. Permanent residents 18 and older are required to have this card in their possession at all times.
	The first Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-151) was introduced in 1946. The Form I-151 is no longer acceptable as evidence of permanent residence.
	The Resident Alien Card (Form I-551) was introduced in January 1977 and was phased in over a period of time. In addition to the photograph, it contained the bearer’s signature and fingerprint. This version of Form I-551 generally did not contain an expiration date. USCIS recommends that bearers of cards without an expiration date apply to replace their cards with the current redesigned version.

	Figure
	Form I-551
	Form I-551
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - NOVEMBER 2004
	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - NOVEMBER 2004

	Subsequent revisions of the card had a maximum validity period of 10 years. Some versions were introduced and have since expired. The Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) revised in November 2004 remains valid and in circulation. It contains a three-line machine readable zone and a hologram on the front of the card.
	Subsequent revisions of the card had a maximum validity period of 10 years. Some versions were introduced and have since expired. The Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) revised in November 2004 remains valid and in circulation. It contains a three-line machine readable zone and a hologram on the front of the card.
	The optical memory stripe on the reverse contains encoded cardholder information as well as a personalized etching which depicts the bearer’s photo, name, signature, date of birth, alien registration number, card expiration date and card number.

	Figure
	Form I-551 (2004 version)
	Form I-551 (2004 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2010
	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2010

	In May 2010, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a revised version of the Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551). The laser-engraved card includes a holographic feature over the right side of the photo zone and an eagle’s head in the upper left of the card composed of color-shifting ink.
	In May 2010, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a revised version of the Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551). The laser-engraved card includes a holographic feature over the right side of the photo zone and an eagle’s head in the upper left of the card composed of color-shifting ink.
	The optical memory stripe on the reverse is smaller than in previous versions, but still contains the same encoded information on the card bearer. The personalized etching showing the bearer’s photo, name, signature, date of birth, alien registration number, card expiration date and card number has been enlarged compared to prior versions.

	Figure
	Form I-551 (2009 version)
	Form I-551 (2009 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2017
	PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD - MAY 2017

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a new Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) in May 2017. Enhancements to this version include three transparent stars, tactile features on the front of the card and holographic features on both front and back of the card. The reverse side no longer has an optical stripe.
	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services introduced a new Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551) in May 2017. Enhancements to this version include three transparent stars, tactile features on the front of the card and holographic features on both front and back of the card. The reverse side no longer has an optical stripe.
	All previous versions of the I-551 Permanent Resident Card will remain valid until the expiration date on the card.

	Figure
	Form I-551 (2017 version)
	Form I-551 (2017 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - OCTOBER 2011
	EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - OCTOBER 2011

	The Employment Authorization Card (Form I-766) is issued to aliens who have been granted permission to work in the U.S. for a specific period of time. The card may have different notations. Many cards are endorsed as “NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.” and are used solely for employment in the U.S. Others may show “VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.” or “SERVES AS I-512 ADVANCE PAROLE” and may be used as travel documents.
	The Employment Authorization Card (Form I-766) is issued to aliens who have been granted permission to work in the U.S. for a specific period of time. The card may have different notations. Many cards are endorsed as “NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.” and are used solely for employment in the U.S. Others may show “VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.” or “SERVES AS I-512 ADVANCE PAROLE” and may be used as travel documents.
	The older version in circulation was introduced by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in October 2011. This laser-engraved card includes a holographic feature over the right side of the photo zone and a torch composed of color-shifting ink in the upper right side of the card.

	Figure
	Form I-766 (2011 version)
	Form I-766 (2011 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - MAY 2017
	EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION CARD - MAY 2017

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing a redesigned version of Form I-766 in May 2017. The newer cards have the same notations reading “NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, “VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, or “SERVES AS I-512 ADVANCE PAROLE” as older versions of the card.
	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services began issuing a redesigned version of Form I-766 in May 2017. The newer cards have the same notations reading “NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, “VALID FOR REENTRY TO U.S.”, or “SERVES AS I-512 ADVANCE PAROLE” as older versions of the card.
	Enhancements to this version of the card include three transparent stars, added tactile features and holographic features on both front and back of the card.

	Figure
	Form I-766 (2017 version)
	Form I-766 (2017 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	U.S. TRAVEL DOCUMENT
	U.S. TRAVEL DOCUMENT

	The U.S. Travel Document is a multipurpose booklet. Notations above the bearer’s image allow identification of the type of document. When issued as a Permit toRe-Enter (Form I-327) it allows the bearer, a permanent resident, to leave and re-enter the U.S. during its two-year period of validity. It can also be issued as a Refugee Travel Document (Form I-571) to people who have been recognized as refugees or asylees in the U.S. Both versions contain integrated images of the bearer and pages for visas and entr
	The U.S. Travel Document is a multipurpose booklet. Notations above the bearer’s image allow identification of the type of document. When issued as a Permit toRe-Enter (Form I-327) it allows the bearer, a permanent resident, to leave and re-enter the U.S. during its two-year period of validity. It can also be issued as a Refugee Travel Document (Form I-571) to people who have been recognized as refugees or asylees in the U.S. Both versions contain integrated images of the bearer and pages for visas and entr
	 


	Figure
	Figure
	Permit to Re-EnterForm I-327 (2010 version)
	Permit to Re-EnterForm I-327 (2010 version)
	 


	Figure
	Refugee Travel DocumentForm I-571 (2010 version)
	Refugee Travel DocumentForm I-571 (2010 version)
	 


	NONIMMIGRANT VISA
	NONIMMIGRANT VISA

	A nonimmigrant visa allows a foreign national to travel to the U.S. for one of many 
	A nonimmigrant visa allows a foreign national to travel to the U.S. for one of many 
	A nonimmigrant visa allows a foreign national to travel to the U.S. for one of many 
	specified reasons. Visas are used for entry purposes and must be valid on the date of 
	entry into the United States. It is not necessary for the visa to be valid after entry.

	Machine-readable visas are labels applied to a passport page. The current version of the visa foil depicts President Abraham Lincoln and the U.S. Capitol. The same foil is used for both non-immigrant and immigrant visas.
	More recent uses for this visa foil include allowing reentry for immigrants who have lost their permanent residence cards overseas and authorizing travel to those persons who have been granted overseas parole. Appropriate notations will be found on the visa.

	Figure
	BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 1998
	BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 1998

	The U.S. Department of State issues the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) to Mexican citizens only. The card serves as a nonimmigrant visa. The version introduced in May 1998 remains in circulation, and cards are valid for entry until they expire. The front of the card has a three-line machine-readable zone and a hologram. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.
	The U.S. Department of State issues the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) to Mexican citizens only. The card serves as a nonimmigrant visa. The version introduced in May 1998 remains in circulation, and cards are valid for entry until they expire. The front of the card has a three-line machine-readable zone and a hologram. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.
	The optical memory stripe on the reverse side contains encoded cardholder information as well as a personalized etching which depicts the bearer’s photo, name, date of birth and card expiration date.

	Figure
	Form DSP-150 (1998 version)
	Form DSP-150 (1998 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	BORDER CROSSING CARD - 2008
	BORDER CROSSING CARD - 2008

	An updated version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced in 2008. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over the right side of the bearer’s portrait and three lines of machine-readable coding on the reverse side. Different versions of the card have been issued, but they had only minor variations from the original version. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.
	An updated version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced in 2008. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over the right side of the bearer’s portrait and three lines of machine-readable coding on the reverse side. Different versions of the card have been issued, but they had only minor variations from the original version. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.

	Figure
	Form DSP-150 (2008 version)
	Form DSP-150 (2008 version)
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	Reverse
	Reverse

	BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 2014
	BORDER CROSSING CARD - MAY 2014

	The current version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced in May 2014. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over the bearer’s portrait, additional tactile features on the front of the card, and three lines of machine-readable coding on the reverse side. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.
	The current version of the Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150) was introduced in May 2014. It contains laser-engraved data, an optically variable device over the bearer’s portrait, additional tactile features on the front of the card, and three lines of machine-readable coding on the reverse side. Bearers of this card are not entitled to live or work in the United States.
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	Form DSP-150 (2014 version)
	Form DSP-150 (2014 version)
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	ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE RECORD
	ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE RECORD

	When granted admission into the U.S. by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer at an authorized port of entry, an alien may be issued an Arrival/Departure Record (Form I-94), the bottom portion of which is stapled to a page in the alien’s passport. This document shows how long the bearer may remain in the U.S. and the terms of admission. Form I-94, not the non-immigrant visa, serves as evidence of legal presence.
	When granted admission into the U.S. by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer at an authorized port of entry, an alien may be issued an Arrival/Departure Record (Form I-94), the bottom portion of which is stapled to a page in the alien’s passport. This document shows how long the bearer may remain in the U.S. and the terms of admission. Form I-94, not the non-immigrant visa, serves as evidence of legal presence.
	CBP has automated this process at air and sea ports of entry. Travelers receive an admission stamp on a passport page annotated with the date, class and period of admission, but no paper Form I-94. Instead the record is maintained electronically and can be verified at www.cbp.gov/I94.
	Nationals of some countries may enter the U.S. without a visa under the Visa Waiver Program. They are permitted to remain in the U.S. up to 90 days but are not eligible for employment. They may have either an endorsed green Form I-94W or a passport endorsed with a CBP stamp to show evidence of legal presence in the United States.
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	NOTICE OF ACTION
	NOTICE OF ACTION

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services may extend a period of admission or change a non-immigrant status after a Form I-94 has been issued. The approval for an extension or change of status is shown on an Notice of Action (Form I-797A).
	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services may extend a period of admission or change a non-immigrant status after a Form I-94 has been issued. The approval for an extension or change of status is shown on an Notice of Action (Form I-797A).
	The lower portion of the form replaces the original Form I-94, but it does not require any endorsing stamp.
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	IMMIGRANT VISAS AND ADIT STAMPS
	IMMIGRANT VISAS AND ADIT STAMPS

	Immigrant visas are used by people coming to live permanently in the United States. They are issued on the same foils used for non-immigrant visas, but bear notations allowing them to serve as temporary evidence of permanent residence until the immigrant’s residence card is processed. The validity begins on the date the immigrant visa is endorsed by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer upon entry into the United States.
	Immigrant visas are used by people coming to live permanently in the United States. They are issued on the same foils used for non-immigrant visas, but bear notations allowing them to serve as temporary evidence of permanent residence until the immigrant’s residence card is processed. The validity begins on the date the immigrant visa is endorsed by a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer upon entry into the United States.

	Figure
	Some immigrants may have an impression of an ADIT Stamp as proof of permanent residence without an immigrant visa. This stamp, which can be issued by either CBP or U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS, shown below), serves as evidence of status as an immigrant until the bearer receives a Permanent Resident Card. The ink may be red or blue depending on the issuing agency and when it was issued.
	Some immigrants may have an impression of an ADIT Stamp as proof of permanent residence without an immigrant visa. This stamp, which can be issued by either CBP or U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS, shown below), serves as evidence of status as an immigrant until the bearer receives a Permanent Resident Card. The ink may be red or blue depending on the issuing agency and when it was issued.
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	TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAMS
	TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAMS

	U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) maintains several trusted traveler programs which allow expedited border processing for pre-approved travelers.CBP issues cards to travelers who have registered for particular programs for border crossing purposes. Additional information on FAST, Global Entry, NEXUS and SENTRI may be found at www.cbp.gov.
	U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) maintains several trusted traveler programs which allow expedited border processing for pre-approved travelers.CBP issues cards to travelers who have registered for particular programs for border crossing purposes. Additional information on FAST, Global Entry, NEXUS and SENTRI may be found at www.cbp.gov.
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	SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS
	SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS

	Although Social Security Cards are not immigration documents, they are mentioned here because they are often used as identification and to establish employment authorization.
	Although Social Security Cards are not immigration documents, they are mentioned here because they are often used as identification and to establish employment authorization.
	Social Security Cards have been issued since 1936 and have been revised more than 30 times. Originally, the Social Security Card contained the seal of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. In May 1980, the seal changed to that of the Department of Health and Human Services. In April 1995 the seal was changed again to that of the Social Security Administration. In October 1983, security features were added to the card. All Social Security Cards issued since October 1983 have been printed with rais
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	ORDERING INFORMATION
	ORDERING INFORMATION

	This guide has been prepared by the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
	This guide has been prepared by the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
	This guide has been prepared by the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
	Enforcement Homeland Security Investigations Forensic Laboratory
	 
	and may not be sold.

	To order additional copies of the Guide to Selected U.S. Travel and Identity Documents (Form M-396) please complete the appropriate CBP form.
	REQUEST FOR PRINTED MATERIAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY USE
	CBP Form 3039:
	 

	Available for DHS employees onlyFillable pdf is on CBP Net under CBP Forms or search for “3039”Submit button is in the lower right corner
	 
	 

	CBP Form 262:
	CBP Form 262:

	REQUEST FOR PRINTED MATERIAL PUBLIC / PRIVATE USE
	Fillable pdf is on www.cbp.gov - search for “262”Submit button is in the lower right corner
	 

	You can also mail the completed form to:
	CBP National Distribution Center
	6482 Corporate Drive
	Indianapolis, Indiana 46278
	or fax to:
	(317) 290-3046

	DOCUMENTS BY ISSUING AUTHORITY
	DOCUMENTS BY ISSUING AUTHORITY

	U.S. Department of Homeland Security
	U.S. Department of Homeland Security
	U.S. Department of Homeland Security

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
	Certificate of Naturalization (Form N-550)Employment Authorization Card (Form I-766)Notice of Action (Form I-797)Permanent Resident Cards (Form I-551)U.S. Travel Document (Forms I-327 or I-571)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	U.S. Customs and Border Protection
	Arrival/Departure Record (Form I-94)
	Trusted Traveler Programs
	FAST
	Global Entry
	NEXUS
	SENTRI
	U.S. Department of State
	U.S. Department of State

	Border Crossing Card (Form DSP-150)Certification of Report of Birth (Form DS-1350)Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240)Emergency Passport
	 
	 
	 

	Immigrant Visas and ADIT Stamps
	Nonimmigrant Visa
	U.S. Passport BookletU.S. Passport CardU.S. Visa
	 
	 

	U.S. Social Security Administration
	U.S. Social Security Administration

	Social Security Cards

	HELPFUL WEBSITES
	HELPFUL WEBSITES
	U.S. Department of Homeland Security – www.dhs.gov
	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services – www.uscis.gov
	U.S. Customs and Border Protection – www.cbp.gov
	U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement – www.ice.gov
	U.S. Department of State – www.state.gov
	U.S. Social Security Administration – www.ssa.gov
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	Form M-396
	Form M-396
	Form M-396
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