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The Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA) is the largest legal program in the 
Department of Homeland Security, with over 1,100 attorneys. Congress chartered 
OPLA to represent the agency in administrative immigration litigation before the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) and to provide specialized legal 
advice to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers, agents, and 
other personnel. Headquartered in Washington D.C., with offices in over 60 cities 
across the country, we are a national law firm offering an array of professional 
opportunities to talented attorneys committed to serving our nation.



WHO WE ARE:
OPLA stands alongside ICE’s other operational programs, Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI) and Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO), with a shared mission to promote 
public safety, prevent terrorism, and combat the illegal movement of people and goods 
across our borders.

WHAT WE DO:
Our legal experts work in a dynamic and often highly visible 
environment, specializing in a variety of areas, such as administrative 
law, criminal law, customs law, government contracting, government 
ethics, immigration law, information law, labor and employment law, 
and national security law.

OPLA attorneys enjoy unmatched public service career development 
opportunities, including:
•	 Honing trial skills by appearing before EOIR and other 

administrative tribunals;
•	 Developing federal court practice expertise through interaction 

with the Department of Justice on criminal and civil litigation 
impacting ICE’s equities and serving as Special Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys;

•	 Building close attorney-client relationships with specially 
trained ERO officers and HSI special agents, who rely on OPLA’s 
advice and counsel in planning and executing law enforcement 
operations;

•	 Exposure to the work of other federal agencies, as well as state, 
local, and foreign government partners, including negotiation 
of agreements, collaboration on cross-cutting initiatives, and 
delivery of training;

•	 Career-long training and mentoring, especially national training 
conferences for new and experienced attorneys;

•	 Travel and temporary duty assignment opportunities; and
•	 Career advancement, including management and executive 

leadership positions.

CAREERS AT OPLA:
OPLA hires legal interns, recent law school graduates, and experienced attorneys. 
Ideal candidates are licensed attorneys who possess advanced trial advocacy skills, 
subject-matter expertise, excellence in written advocacy, and past academic success. 
We are an equal opportunity employer that seeks to add to its diverse, productive, 
and highly motivated workforce. We offer a variety of exciting positions, competitive 
salaries, excellent benefits, and opportunities for career advancement. Find additional 
information about a career at OPLA at www.ice.gov/OPLA or www.USAjobs.gov.
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OPLA HEADQUARTERS
•	Washington, D.C.
•	Dallas, TX
•	Williston, VT

OPLA ATLANTA (Georgia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina)

•	 Atlanta, GA
•	 Charlotte, NC
•	 Lumpkin, GA

OPLA BALTIMORE (Maryland)
•	 Baltimore, MD

OPLA BOSTON (Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont)

•	 Boston, MA
•	 Hartford, CT

OPLA BUFFALO (Upstate New York)
•	 Batavia, NY
•	 Buffalo, NY

OPLA CHICAGO (Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Missouri, and Wisconsin)

•	 Chicago, IL
•	 Kansas City, MO
•	 Louisville, KY

OPLA DALLAS (North Texas and Oklahoma)
•	 Dallas, TX

OPLA DENVER (Colorado, South Idaho, 
Montana, Utah, and Wyoming)

•	 Centennial, CO
•	 Salt Lake City, UT

OPLA DETROIT (Michigan and Ohio)
•	 Cleveland, OH
•	 Detroit, MI

OPLA EL PASO 
(West Texas and New Mexico)

•	 El Paso, TX
•	 Chaparral, NM

OPLA HONOLULU (Guam, Hawaii, 
and Northern Mariana Islands)

•	 Honolulu, HI

OPLA HOUSTON (Southeast Texas)
•	 Conroe, TX
•	 Houston, TX

OPLA LOS ANGELES 
(Southern California and Southern Nevada)

•	 Adelanto, CA
•	 Las Vegas, NV
•	 Los Angeles, CA

OPLA MIAMI (South Florida, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands)

•	 Pompano Beach, FL
•	 Miami, FL
•	 San Juan, PR

OPLA MINNEAPOLIS (Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota)

•	 Omaha, NE
•	 St. Paul, MN

OPLA NEWARK (New Jersey)
•	 Elizabeth, NJ
•	 Newark, NJ

OPLA NEW ORLEANS 
(Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee)

•	 Jena, LA
•	 Memphis, TN
•	 New Orleans, LA
•	 Oakdale, LA

OPLA NEW YORK 
(New York City and surrounding area)

•	 New York City, NY
•	 Newburgh, NY

OPLA ORLANDO 
(Central and North Florida)

•	 Brunswick, GA
•	 Orlando, FL

OPLA PHILADELPHIA 
(Delaware, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia)

•	 Philadelphia, PA
•	 York, PA

OPLA PHOENIX (Arizona)
•	 Eloy, AZ
•	 Florence, AZ
•	 Phoenix, AZ
•	 Tucson, AZ

OPLA SAN ANTONIO (South Texas)
•	 Dilley, TX
•	 Harlingen, TX
•	 Los Fresnos, TX
•	 San Antonio, TX
•	 Pearsall, TX

OPLA SAN DIEGO 
(San Diego and Imperial Counties)

•	 El Centro, CA
•	 Otay Mesa, CA
•	 San Diego, CA

OPLA SAN FRANCISCO 
(Northern California and Northern Nevada)

•	 San Francisco, CA

OPLA SEATTLE (Alaska, Northern Idaho, 
Oregon, and Washington)

•	 Portland, OR
•	 Seattle, WA
•	 Tacoma, WA

OPLA WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(Virginia and Washington, D.C.)

•	 Arlington, VA


